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Springfield, VA   -  Have you been to a high school musical lately?  If not, you may want to throw a few of your entertainment dollars in that direction.
Recently I was invited by one of my students, Kelly, to attend a performance of The Music Man.  Many of you have undoubtedly seen at least one production of this longstanding Meredith Wilson favorite which opened on Broadway late in 1957.  It ran for 1375 performances (even more than West Side Story!) and has since become a popular staple of both professional and amateur theater.

Kelly played the lead, Professor Harold Hill, who comes to the fictional town of River City, Iowa in 1912 as a con man out to scam the locals by selling instruments and uniforms for a boy’s band which he has absolutely no interest in forming.  His plans to skip town with the stolen money run afoul when he finds himself falling in love for the lovely Marian, the town librarian. [Yes, the name is not an accident – in fact, one of the more memorable songs centers around the lyrics, Marian, the librarian.]

The first thing which struck me as the curtain opened was the lushness and detail of the sets.  These were also created by one of my Physics students, Woody, who had spent the past month building and painting set after set.  The acting and singing were at least dinner theater level, but the dancing was uneven.  Another of my Physics students, Aaron, a young man who has lived overseas the past several years, was far and away the best dancer.  He was probably the most accomplished member of the cast in terms of his particular skill set, because he is a professional ballroom dancer who competes internationally.

The performance I attended was the last of 7 over two consecutive weekends, and the auditorium was packed for each.  Putting on a show of this quality and scope using high school students – some with absolutely no theater experience – requires incredible patience, strength of resolve, management skills, parental support, and a good measure of luck.  The Director of Theater Arts, Director of Choral Arts, and the Director of Bands had all worked tirelessly for weeks to pull off this production.  Each is a teacher at our school, and none received any monetary compensation for the countless hours of extra work.  There were over 100 students involved in the production, not only in the acting roles, but also in the pit crew orchestra, stage management, lighting, and the technical crew.  Others were involved in publicity and program design.  If you have ever attempted to choreograph the actions of just a few teenagers, you have an appreciation for the work of these dedicated teachers.
More importantly than the play itself is the involvement of children in a productive activity during their high school years.  During my 14 years of coaching track and cross country, I always told the parents of my runners that they were fortunate to have their children involved in a school activity, because it had been my experience that students grades actually improved while they were busy with a school sport or club, and, more importantly, their children would become undoubtedly fill their free time by becoming involved in something far less desirable, such as soap opera addiction, or even a gang.  
So look around each fall and spring and find out which productions your local high schools are presenting.  You not only will enjoy an inexpensive evening of entertainment, you will also be helping your own future.  These kids all eventually grow up, and may be your best bet for supporting you in your Social Security!

I thought you might like to know.
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