Mortar Madness
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Eyes Right

Cincinnati, OH – I have been spending a lot of time lately in airports and hospitals.  There seem to be considerable similarity.
Both hospitals and airports seem to be under constant renovation or expansion.  Here at the “Greater Cincinnati” airport [it is actually located near Florence, Kentucky], the facilities have been under continuous construction since at least 1960.  The current version is a concrete and plastic palace serving both as an international airport and as a hub for Delta Airlines.

Why Cincinnati requires an in-house international airport – complete with U.S. Customs agents – is something of a mystery.  It certainly is not due to a demand created by large numbers of Europeans, Africans, or Asians flocking to Cincinnati to watch this year’s versions of the local professional sports teams, the Bengals and the Reds.  Nor would it appear to be airline economics.  Delta, for example, offers trans-Atlantic service from Washington, DC to London via Cincinnati!!!  Correct me if I am wrong, but does it make any sense to first fly 500 miles due west from DC to Cincinnati in order to ultimately reach a destination 3000 miles east of DC??

What the Cincinnati and Washington airports do have in common is non-stop construction.  When I was in Phoenix recently, its airport was also under construction.  In fact, the only facilities I know which, as a group, have a longer record of renovation and expansion are hospitals.
Since May I have spent considerable time in hospitals in Maryland, North Carolina, and Virginia, and here in Cincinnati.  All are under major expansion, with no apparent end in sight.  I am not talking wallpaper or other cosmetic changes – this is major steel, brick and mortar stuff, and a lot of it.

The common fuel propelling all of this construction at both hospitals and airports is public money.  Hospitals thrive on Medicaid and insurance dollars.  Although each of the 4 hospitals which I visited are “non-profit,” the administrators and directors of each have a vested, personal interest in building and managing a larger, more complex, “medical center.”  Administrator salaries are, in large part, dependent, not on the efficiency, but the SIZE of the facility.  The  larger the hospital, the more the administrators and directors are paid.

Airport managers are typically paid on the same premise:  the greater the size, the higher the compensation.  Because airports are also typically the recipients of huge government subsidies, a cost-benefit analysis prior to beginning new construction is a very foreign concept.

Perhaps I am totally incorrect on these assertions, but try, just for fun, to find out.  Good luck on that!
I thought you might like to know.
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