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Greenville, ME – There seems to be no shortage of people willing to take the lives of others.  I suppose that is a somewhat cosmetic, or antiseptic, way of saying that people seem to be all too ready to murder.  Multiple violent deaths on an almost daily basis in some of our largest cities, such as Chicago, now seem to be almost routine.  When a young female college student goes missing in Iowa, it becomes national news for weeks on end,but there is little, if any, reaction when 2-4 people are murdered in a weekend in my home town region of Washington, D.C.  Even when 12 are gunned down in Chicago on a recent summer weekend (ostensibly gang-related), it becomes only a one day story on national news channels.  Apparently we are becoming so accustomed to violence that so long as it does not affect us directly, it is something we choose to conveniently ignore.
One might think that here in the north woods of Maine there might be a respite from so much human on human violence.  But, no.  On the front page of today’s Bangor Daily News, two feature articles describe local murders.  The lead story is headlined, “Murder suspect pleads not guilty.”  In this one,  a 55-year old named Philip Clark, who was a “suspect” in the murder of his sister-in-law, Renee Henneberry Clark a month ago, is now facing charges of one count of “intentional or knowing murder.”  The police report stated that Mr. Clark told detectives that he “emptied his green, .45 caliber semi-automatic handgun into her body, then re-loaded and continued shooting until he knew she was dead.”  He then, again according to the police report, collected the empty cartridges from the floor of her apartment, put them into a 5-gallon bucket in his own bedroom so that they could be reloaded and used again.”  Apparently there was a history of bad blood between not only these two Clarks, but also a third Clark, Renee’s estranged husband.  Complicating matters more, there appears to be a recently ordained, 53-year old priest involved who had some form of relationship with Renee.   Maine lives seem to be just as complicated as everywhere else on this planet.   
In the second article, a 34-year old driver killed himself with a shotgun last week as he got out of his car after being pulled over by Maine State Police for driving erratically.  When the police investigated his car, they discovered a dead body of a woman in the trunk.  The corpse was soon identified as 28-year old woman who had, according to authorities, been murdered by “blunt force trauma” at the driver’s home in Massachusetts.  They did not indicate how long ago the murder may have occurred or why.  The relationship between the killer and the victim was not yet clear, but they did not share a last name.  No other information was provided.
Although both of these murders may have been “crimes of passion,” the victims are dead, unable to participate further in life.  Whatever happens next to their killers is unknown, but what is certain is that both will probably wake up tomorrow.  Unfortunately these types of “domestic violence” murders have occurred since the beginning of humans here on Earth.  What is new, however, is typified by a crime which took place in the Washington, D.C. area just prior to my trip to Maine.  In this gruesome tragedy, two teenagers and a 21-year old male have been charged with murder, although they did not directly kill the victim.  So how could this be homicide? 
The two teens, a 15-year old girl, and a 17-year old boy, were with the older (21) male when they happened to see a 46-year old walking with a cane and a backpack late at night.  They accosted him and demanded his backpack.  The police report indicated that although the victim was a mentally-challenged alcoholic who lived in a group home, he had a regular job and was well-liked in the community.  In response to their demands, he offered to give them the beer inside his backpack if they would allow him to keep the backpack.  Upon hearing this, the trio of thugs attacked the victim, beat up him severely, took both the backpack and his wallet, and threw his body down an embankment.  The victim crawled up the hill and onto an adjacent highway where he was then twice flattened by hit and run vehicles killing him – as his attackers watched!  The teens and the 21-year old then went for some food at a nearby McDonalds, leaving the corpse in the street.  They were later apprehended due to surveillance video.  The younger two confessed all the details.
The only other background information made available to the public about this heinous crime was that the 21-year old had been in multiple previous violent activities.  He had just recently been released by begging the judge to give him a second chance so that he could be “a better father” for his two children.  
I do not know anything about the parents or families who raised these young criminals, but what is certain is that none of these vicious thugs had any regard for human life.  With organized religion in decline both in the U.S. and abroad, where can societies find a set of values to provide a moral compass for our youth - and for people like the two Maine murderers?   Somehow we must re-kindle the Golden Rule, sometimes called the Law of Reciprocity, whereby a person should treat others as that person would like to be treated.  This philosophy has been a basic tenet of nearly every religion since at least the days of Confucius 2500 years ago.  Our society is in desperate need of a re-awakening of this principle.
I thought that you might like to know.
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