Mighty Mime
by

Eyes Right

Hartford, CT  - A short while ago, I attended a performance here by the world renowned mime, Marcel Marceau.   His appearance was in Bushnell Memorial Hall and was a sell-out of nearly 2,000 at ticket prices averaging $15.  Many of those in attendance had never seen a professional pantomimist, now were they familiar with the art form itself.
Mr. Marceau selected his program from his repertoire of 30 “Style” pantomimes.   For the first act he chose 8, and each varied from 6 to 10 minutes.  They were unrelated sketches, some very humorous, such as The Automat’s Revolt, and others bittersweet, such as The Public Garden (a fantasy concerning a statue springing to life in a park).

After a short intermission, Marceau presented a series of “Bip” sketches.  Bip is a clown in a striped pullover and battered, flowered opera hat.  A typical pantomime in this group was Bip as a Matador.  Although Marceau has been doing his Bip routines since 1947, he is still fresh and entertaining.  Most in the audience were enthusiastic with approval.
Much of the success of a mime is related to his facial expressions, athletic abilities, and sense of timing.  The art is well adapted to a small theater where visual communication between artist and audience is intimate.  In a large concert hall, such as the Bushnell, much of the impact of a mime is lost to those seated in the rafters or in the far reaches of the orchestra section. [Guess where I was seated!]
Although this fact of life is valid for any theater performance (that is why tickets are less expensive in the back), it is particularly true for pantomime.  Mr. Marceau certainly understands this, and I would have felt better if he had chosen to sacrifice a few gate dollars by limiting seating as a matter of principle.

Perhaps such artistic integrity is too much to ask a modern artist in this era of millionaire athletes and media stars.  It would be refreshing, however, if a few “talents” were less eager to get their share of the action.

I thought you might like to know.
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