Mid-Air Mall
by

Eyes Right
St. Louis, MO –  One of the best ways to gauge what is happening in our country, at least among the affluent, is to take a look every few years at Sky Mall magazine.  This edition was “Holiday 2010,” which can be found in the pocket directly in front of each passenger seat on most airlines (right next to the air sickness bag).
I had not thumbed through one of these for several years, because, frankly, everything in it is characterized by two features: (1) it is ridiculously overpriced and (2) you do NOT need any of this “stuff.”  Let’s start by looking on page 130, upper left corner, where the “Twilight Turtle” is prominently displayed. The copy promises, “Award winning Twilight Turtle helps ease fear of the dark by projecting a magical night sky in three soothing  color options…….Create a calming sleep time routine with Twilight Turtle….”  The cost is a meager $29.95, but the three AAA batteries are included!  Shipping costs are apparently extra, but, as with all Sky Mall products, you can pay not only with U.S. dollars, but also British pound sterling, euros, or Canadian dollars.  
You have to hand it to Sky Mall to be up-to-date with current trends.  On page 194, there is a full-page ad for “Bed Bug Protection” (apparently for the paranoid traveler).  Its promise is that “Bed Bugs Will NOT Bite Through This Cover.”  As you may, or may not know, folks traveling to NYC (and other east coast city) hotels have experienced bed bug issues lately, even in some of the finer establishments. So the clever entrepreneurs of Allergy Guard have come up with a set of bedding “certified to be bed bug proof.”  Each set consists of “One Premium Mattress Cover, One Box Spring Cover, and Two Pillow Covers.”  It is, of course, latex free and made in the USA.  You can pick up a King Set for only $135.95 via SkyMall.com or their handy 800 number.  What is not mentioned is how the traveler carts this anti-bed bug kit from city to city.
With 232 pages of bargains like this to choose from, it is difficult for the discerning traveler to choose which item you must have.  Maybe it would be the exclusive [well, the ad says it is exclusive]  Irrational Numbers Wall Clock [$34.96] featuring, in place of the usual clock numbers 1-12, symbols close to each number, such as π, ln 10, and sec 83.  For example, π, or 3.14159…. is “just a few degrees past where the number 3 would be on a regular clock face.” (for those of you who are not math geeks, ln 10 is 2.3025… which is just past the spot normally taken by 2 on most clocks.  I will let you figure out sec 83!  Or you can choose from Brick House Security, an 8 GB voice recorder/flash drive to secretly record conversations [$99.95] or their “best military-grade spy camera” [$149.95].  You can also buy a “Theater-style” popcorn popper for $199 (popcorn extra, sets of 36 for $29.50).  The stand for the popper is extra, and so are the theater style popcorn bags.
There is also plenty of statuary for your garden, including a “Shadowed Predator” black panther statue [$89.95], a large “Basho the Sumo Wrestler” statue [$98.95], the “Walking Crocodile” statue (“authentic work of naturalistic art commissioned by an Australian zoo”) [$169], “The Zombie of Montclaire Moors” statue (“captured in quality designer resin with meticulous detail and finished so realistically that you’ll swear you can hear him groaning!”) [$89.95], or the classic “Peeing Boy of Brussels” statue and fountain [$198]  NOTE: Peeing Boy arrives in 3 pieces and has a shipping surcharge.

Obviously, if one is on a cross country flight with nothing to do, the publishers of Sky Mall are hoping to catch you in a vulnerable moment.  What is apparent is that we may not yet be in the depths of a total economic Depression if there are sufficient folks with sufficient disposable income to make Sky Mall a money-making proposition.  I will check back with you in about 3 years on this one.

I thought you might like to know.
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