Marvelous Metamora
by

Eyes Right

Metamora, IN – Indiana is enjoying a bumper harvest this year.  The corn is 10 feet high or more, and the soybean fields all have that lush dark color indicating a bountiful harvest to come.
This is the southeast corner of Indiana, about half-way along the old U.S. 52 between Cincinnati and Indianapolis.  I say “old” U.S. 52 because nearly everyone now uses Interstate 74 when traveling longer distances.  Certainly all the trucks and busses avoid the rolling hills and two-lane blacktop of U.S. 52 in favor of the much faster interstate highway.

The demise of U.S. 52 as a major north-south route has robbed travelers of the joy of interesting places such as Metamora.  The town dates back to the early days of the 1800’s and has been restored to much of its original condition.  There is a fully operational grist mill which uses a waterwheel on the Whitewater Valley Canal as its sole source of power.  This sight alone is worth a visit.  Grits, corn meal and flour are produced here daily by a miller and his helper.  Children’s faces as they view this operation for the first time suggest a far deeper appreciation of frontier life than any movie or classroom discussion could hope to achieve.
But there is far more to Metamora.  A horse drawn boat is available for a leisurely cruise down the tree-lined canal.  There are also over 100 shops selling everything from home-made fudge and pottery to cut rock for building a home.  Because old private homes are interspersed with shops (no zoning laws then!), a bright yellow flag is flown in front of each building which is open for business.  This “Metamora Flag” helps to prevent tourists from accidentally browsing through the living rooms of the town’s private residences which otherwise appear exactly as many of the shops open for business.
From May through November a steam train runs each Saturday and Sunday on a round-trip route from nearby Connersville 32 miles through the Whitewater Valley to Metamora.  There is a 2-hour layover in Metamora for sight-seeing and shopping.  The fare of $8.00 is one of the better tourist bargains I have encountered lately.

There are undoubtedly other places like Metamora hidden around our country.  All it takes to enjoy these sites is a willingness to leave the interstates and dive into our national heritage.  

I thought you might like to know.
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