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Eyes Right

Rancho Bernardo, CA – A friend of mine recently purchased a new home in this bedroom community just north of San Diego.  Shortly after moving in, my friends began their involvement in “making the desert bloom.”
There is essentially no rainfall in coastal California for most of the year.  The winter rains are typically heavy, but Southern California long ago grew past local water self-sufficiency.  Only a sophisticated system of aqueducts and reservoirs bringing (and then holding) vast quantities of water from outside the region prevent this entire area from a return to its naturally parched condition.

In spite of this tenuous arrangement, Californians use water as if they are living in an equatorial rain forest.   Everyone waters his lawn, and why not?  The highway department daily irrigates thousands of miles of freeway landscaping throughout the state.  Lawns and gardens surrounding government and corporate buildings are watered into fine greenery, while swimming pools and hot tubs are nearly as ubiquitous as cars.

One obvious reason for such profligate water waste is the lack of incentives to save.  Compared to other daily expenses, water is cheap for Californians.  Most apartment dwellers here are not metered for their own water usage, and so, not surprisingly, they consider water as an infinite, and free, resource apparently supplied by the gods.  There is little apparent leadership coming from local politicians.  Rather than stressing the need for conservation, they devise and sell new schemes for bringing in water from far outside the region.
Whenever one raises the issue of residential water usage, the immediate response is that current city consumption is minuscule in comparison to agricultural levels and that any meaningful reduction must come begin on the farms.  This type of argument conveniently lumps cosmetics and basic necessities into one complex and apparently unsolvable problem “bigger than both of us.”  Hence nothing is done to reduce consumption and waste or alter the attitudes which spawns it.

I thought you might like to know.

E-R

