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Yanchep National Park, West Australia – The kaola is not a bear.  I kept reminding myself of this little known (outside of Australia) fact as I watched a clan of koalas snoozing in a stand of eucalyptus trees in the late afternoon sun.  However, I assure you that the koala does look very much like a bear, albeit a small, very cute and cuddly one.  The word “cute” could find a real home here!  These guys not only look huggable, but they are also very docile leaf eaters.  If there ever was a case for an animal requiring protection from mankind, the koala is it.  If left unimpeded, humans would love koalas into extinction.
Kangaroos are a totally different story.  There are so many kangaroos here in Western Australia (it is one of the six Aussie states and is the largest in territory by far) that nearly all of the motor vehicles in the rural areas have “roo-bars” installed on the front bumper.  These metal devices perform the same function as the cattle sweepers on the steam locomotives of the American west.  It literally sweeps aside kangaroos which inevitably fail to yield the right of way to cars and trucks speeding down the highways (and these Aussies do tend to speed!).  Without the roo-bar to sling the kangaroo off to the side, the unfortunate animal not only is smashed by the speeding vehicle, but is also likely to crash through the windshield into the front seat colliding with the unlucky driver (and passengers).  Other kangaroos are killed in these rural areas outside of Perth for food, although this practice is generally not highlighted in official government tourist brochures.   I have seen kangaroo meat for sale in meat markets in Perth.  Kangaroo tail, I have been told by many Aussies, is a succulent entrée worthy of a fine feast.  Somehow, as I stand eye to eye with the grey kangaroo (they come in a variety of colors and sizes and you can walk up to most), the thought of eating their long tails seems abhorrent.
The final insult for kangaroos, at least with respect to their treatment compared to that of their animal neighbors, is that they are also killed their fur.  Ironically it is used to make the toy koalas in the novelty and gift shops throughout Australia.  Kangaroo skins are also used for many other decorative purposes such as purses and slippers.  The Australians are not particularly sensitive about this, as there are more than enough – far more than enough kangaroos in the wild all over Australia.  As opposed to the koala, the kangaroo is a proven survivor.  They seem to have no trouble keeping up with the demand created by humans for everything kangaroo. 
I suppose that the moral of this animal story is that most people just do not appreciate something until none is left.  Still, if I am driving here, I want that roo-bar!
I thought you might like to know.
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