Journalistic Non-restraint 
by

Eyes Right

Washington, DC – As the tragedy in Iran continues, it is interesting to chart the daily reaction of opinion makers here in our nation’s capital.
All of the local media types were properly outraged during the initial weeks following the seizure of the American Embassy in Tehran and the taking of hostages by “Iranian students.”  Most of our senators and congressmen denounced the lawlessness of the Iranians, but then limited their public statements to general support for the actions of President Carter.  For most federal bureaucracies, it has been business as usual – with the obvious exception of the State and Defense Departments which have been directly involved.

Most local military personnel to whom I spoke were initially in favor of an Entebbe-style raid to free the hostages.  However, after a more detailed study of the problem, most military officers began to see their role more in terms of establishing a serious threat to Iran in order to deter harmful acts against the hostages.

As the days of the embassy siege have grown into weeks, most of official Washington has shown unusual restraint.  However, there are a few newspaper columnists who have seized the occasion to second guess the President and to attempt to be the first to pinpoint a scapegoat.  One writer has launched a particularly vicious attack on former Secretary of State Kissinger for his alleged role in pressuring the State Department to allow the deposed Shah into our country.

It seems to me that such articles are inappropriate while our fellow Americans remain captive.  Accusations which place blame now on may American for creating this lawlessness and international outrage help only the Iranians by suggesting some measure of legitimacy for their heinous and illegal acts.

I thought you might like to know.
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