Going Green 

by

Eyes Right

Acadia National Park, ME  -  Green is rapidly becoming my least favorite color.  Frankly, I never thought that this situation would develop, if only because the color of money is green.  But events of the past several years, fueled by claims of seemingly endless “we know what is best for all of us” pundits, have finally pushed me over the edge.
Have you heard of an outfit which calls itself “Green Seal”?   I first learned of this group here in the men’s room of Jordan Pond House, a historic restaurant in Acadia National Park.  I found myself starting at a contraption called the “Waterless No Flush Urinal.”  Upon closer inspection, I noted that it was accompanied by a laminated sheet extolling the environmental benefits of the device, primarily due to it saving 45,000 gallons of water each year.  At the bottom of the information sheet, I learned that the waterless urinal was deemed “environmentally preferable” by Green Seal, Inc. which is located in Washington, DC.

Green Seal, it turns out, bills itself as “an independent non-profit organization dedicated to safeguarding the environment and transforming the marketplace by promoting the manufacture, purchase, and use of environmentally responsible products and services.”  It provides procedures for companies to have their products or services certified as “green” – at a considerable cost, naturally (no pun intended). 

Looking further into the waterless urinal option, I learned that the devices do indeed save considerable amounts of water, which, in some areas of the country (such as our Southwest), can provide considerable benefit.  Basically, the waterless urinal is just that, a urinal that requires no flushing water to wash the uric acid deposits down the drain pipe.  Instead, there is a replaceable cartridge at the bottom of the bowl which contains a fluid lighter than water which acts as a sealant to prevent distasteful (and dangerous) sewer gasses from entering the restroom while the cartridge then collects the uric sediment with whatever is left headed toward the sewer system.  According to the manufacturers of these units (and there are several of them), the cartridges are good for approximately 7000 uses before they must be replaced.
Of course, there is no free lunch here.  The cartridges cost $40 each, and must be replaced by using a separate metal key (another $30 investment).  Urinal manufacturers sell the waterless units for a modest price, because once you have one, they stand to make a killing selling you the cartridges (sounds like the printer guys).  Another major problem is that many facilities using these new waterless urinals have found it extremely difficult, if not impossible, to find cleaning or maintenance personnel who will change the filters in these babies.  Apparently, it is a rather disgusting chore, particularly if you are working for minimum wage.  It is also somewhat unclear what one does with the “used” cartridge, although (and I swear that this is true) I did find someone on the internet who claims that the waste makes “great” fertilizer for your garden.
Like most environmental projects these days, there is a cost to “go green.”  For example, assuming that the standard urinal uses approximately 1.5 gallons of water per flush, 700 uses would consume 10,500 gallons of water.  [this is a high assumption, as all urinals installed in the past 5 years must use 1 gallon or less per flush].  The cost of this water here in Virginia would be about $18, less than one half the cost of the replacement filter for the waterless unit for the same number of flushes.  Going green is not free.
I also just received a letter from my local trash company informing us that we are now going to be charged an extra $1.60 per month as a “recycling commodity surcharge” to help offset the cost of recycling our household material (whether we choose to recycle or not!!).   Apparently manufacturers have found that it is no longer economically viable to buy recycling materials, such as used newsprint or plastic bottles, so the trash company is having to pay extra to offload the stuff.  I suspect that it all lands up in the same place as the rest of our trash, that is, the local incinerator or landfill.

And our local electric company is now urging me to “choose renewable energy” by joining their Green Power Program in which I can pay them $15 a month extra to offset my monthly usage with renewable energy.  Actually, it turns out, I am simply giving a billion dollar company money to fund research and development of wind and solar production facilities, which, when built, will probably cost me more to buy the same electricity.

So, whenever you hear the color green, hold onto your purse or wallet tightly.  Someone is concocting a scam to separate you from your other green.

I thought you might like to know.
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