Football Fantasies
by

Eyes Right

Washington, D.C. – Recently a large bipartisan group of “prominent” Americans launched a media campaign to rescue our national economy.  Included in the group were several previous Secretaries of the Treasury, in addition to a Who’s Who of corporate America.  To publicize their views they took out full page ads in the major “opinion” newspapers of the country.  However, much to their dismay, virtually no one here received the message due to widespread cases of REDSKIN FEVER.
So, forgive us, Messrs. Simon, Blumenthal, MacNamara and you other corporate high rollers and please allow us to continue to indulge in our football fantasies.  I assure you that most of us long ago gave up any hope that our national politicians will muster enough courage to address (much less solve) our economic woes.  Why waste energy and/or brain cells on issues such as the budget deficit and social security which have zero chance of being resolved by our representatives and senators who are obviously interested only in their own reelection instead of our national well-being?  Beyond despair, many of us now prefer to concentrate our attention on those few issues which still defy political sabotage – for example, who will win the Super Bowl.
Professional football is everything which professional politics is not.  For starters, there are clear-cut answers.  I can know who won the Super Bowl, but I do not have the faintest idea what the budget deficit will be this coming year (nor does anyone else in Washington).  In football, you can tell who is on each side and what they are trying to do.   There are few subtleties; the object is to score more points than your opponent.  In contrast, I long ago gave up trying to figure out our Congress.  Not only is it impossible to make sense out of most Congressional actions (e.g., enactment of a budget so bloated and unbalanced that the deficit for one year equates to $3,000 for each man, woman, child and extraterrestrial in the U.S.), but it is also impossible to tell who is on each side of the debate (e.g., Rep. Phil Gramm of Texas).  So the thinking man chooses football. 

Also I am naturally suspicious of any miracle proposals to “save our economy” which are made by guys in 3-piece suits and Gucci’s who proclaim that “all of us” are going to have to sacrifice a little.  Forgive my cynicism and lack of a Ph.D. in Economics (although I do have a Masters in the field), but any new revenue scheme which taxes consumption instead of income hits most of us small fry real hard.  I, and most other Americans) have to consume all my income on necessities (food, clothing, shelter and a TV) but I am not so certain about Mr. Rockefeller.  If both of us have to cut back by 30 percent, who do you think is going to have the most hurt?

So thank you former Treasury Secretaries and all of your fellow travelers in the economic fast lane for your ad and your advice.  Would you like to know what my bookie thinks of your chances to change anything?  He suggests that you take up gardening…..and take the under on the Super Bowl.
I thought you might like to know.
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