Flying Foibles
by

Eyes Right

32,000 ft above Flyover Country, USA -  I have not flown too much lately, so I was totally unprepared for 5 hours in a middle seat on Southwest Air.  The traveler on my left in the window seat was asleep before we left the ground, and the one on my right in the aisle seat immediately broke out her laptop and worked non-stop on a spreadsheet throughout the flight.  

I was not sleepy, so I did exactly what Southwest hoped I would do.  I picked up Sky Mall.  For those of you unfamiliar with Sky Mall, it is a 180 page magazine of nothing but ads featuring every known product that you do not need.  Allow me to share some of the goodies in Sky Mall.
A Harley Davidson Cruiser was featured as soon as I opened the magazine, and it was only $200.00!!!  Oh, I forgot to mention that this Harley is for “Ages 3 years & up.”  It has, I was told, “realistic Harley Davidson sound which “revs from the ‘engine’ of these cool motorcycles.”  It has two driving speeds (2.5 and 5 mph) and reverse.  Oops, not sure how realistic that reverse is, but it does have “realistic” exhaust pipes that conceal outboard wheels hidden underneath for stability.”  Where I come from, we call those suckers training wheels. Anyway, you can have it in pink or orange.  

The next gem was on page 17:  a foot pedestal for women, crafted from non-chip ceramic  to “perch your foot upon” so that one can balance her leg and shave with ease.  For only 24 bucks you receive the pedestal AND a convenient built-in slot for razor!!!  I immediately wanted to buy several to put in locations all over my house to use to balance my leg while tying my shoes.  Unfortunately, Sky Mall did not feature a right or left footed model, so I decided against the purchase.

My disappointment quickly turned to excitement, when on page 21, I saw the Skybox by Maytag.  This is your own personal beverage vending machine, capable of holding 66 12-oz. cold ones, as long as they are in cans.  If you do 12-oz bottles, it will dispense only 33 of them.  I can even customize it with the logo of my favorite team or NASCAR driver for only an additional $39.   Imagine the thrill of the channel changer in one hand, while you hit one of the four dispensing buttons and hearing that cheery clunk sound of can hitting chute as you sit in your barcolounger in front of the TV – boys, it doesn’t get any better that that!  If you have $499 plus shipping.

After all that hooch, you may need the Digital Alcohol Breath Analyzer for only $99.95 on page 26, or even the TV Shower Companion ($399.95), which enables you to watch your favorite show on a “high quality TFT color LCD while you are showering.

By this time I really needed the nameless gizmo on page 33 which, worn like a wristwatch, promises “gentle electrical signals transmitted to the wrist to convince the brain that all is steady.”  For only $99.95 you get not only this “innovative item” to cure motion sickness, but also a tube of conductivity gel!!!

And I haven’t even told you about the Zero Gravity Mega Blimp on page 73. 

I thought you might like to know.
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