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Greenville, ME –  A disturbing event took place in Philadelphia on July 4.   A mob of what the police estimate to have numbered 60 stormed into the front doors of a Walgreens store on South Street in the heart of the city.  Once inside, the group, mostly teenagers and all African-American (judging by the numerous in-store security cameras) rampaged through the aisles overturning displays, throwing products on the floor, and taking with them as much as they could carry.  A few of the thugs even threw full bottles at clerks who had remained behind their counters, while helpless to intervene in the chaos.  There were injuries to staff, but apparently none life-threatening.  The incident was over in less than two minutes as the criminals ran off into the night, some laughing and others taking phone videos of what took place.  Six days later, no arrests have been made, although the police have widely distributed photos and videos showing much of the robbery.
Other similar incidents took place the same night in the same general region, although none of these crimes have been shown on national news.  Many residents are understandably angry and are wondering why the police “are allowing this to happen.”  
The term “flash mob” originated in 2003 and is described by Wikipedia as “a group of people who assemble suddenly in a public place, perform an unusual and seemingly pointless act for a brief period, then quickly disperse, often for the purposes of entertainment, satire, and artistic expression.”  These groups are typically organized either online or via social media.  Originally flash mobs created interesting events, such as cleverly coordinated dances with umbrellas, concerts in full formal regalia, and even totally silly pillow fights in the middle of a mall food court.  What is new is that these joyful gatherings have been morphed by less creative individuals into harmful activities,  where the same organizing principles are used for the purpose of group crime.
With smart phones now being ubiquitous among all socio-economic groups, messaging of such an event is essentially instantaneous.  I can understand the appeal to bored inner-city youth on a hot summer night - “hey, mfer’s we’re gonna crash that Walgreens over on South and wreck its ass...in and out...grab some free shit...meet right at 10 just down the street...be cool...remember, in and out, real quick.”
Of course, I have no idea what actual messages flew back and forth in Philadelphia and my version of 2019 inner-city wordsmithing is archaic at best, but you get the flavor.  What is certain is that someone organized this felony around the principle that they can’t catch all of us.  What is also certain is that there was a significant risk that someone would be injured or killed.  Throwing bottles at Walgreens employees is not without harm.  Once chaos inside a store begins, anything can happen.  There could also have been serious injuries to the participants or innocent bystanders if a police car or two happened to be in the area at time of the invasion.  If there were injuries to these youngsters caused by the police, a full scale race riot might have ensued.  
Those of us benefiting from the accident of birth with intact families, solid law-abiding values, and relative affluence have an entirely different perspective on these activities than someone confronting daily inner-city turmoil, economic uncertainty, and bleak futures.  Although I understand their angst and hopelessness, I cannot condone violence  and lawlessness.  How can any nation survive without a broad commitment to norms of civilized behavior?  What bothers me the most is that there are apologists from within the “comfortable class” who not only condone such activities, but attempt to place blame on all of us for creating this toxic environment.  If only we (taxpayers) would provide more _________ (fill in the blank), we could end this cycle of poverty, crime, and anger.  These same people then return to their own safe neighborhoods replete with all the accoutrements of the fine life and continue to preach tolerance, forgiveness, and understanding.  
Walgreens has no obligation to remain in this Philadelphia neighborhood, and neither does any other business which values the protection of its employees and some hope of maintaining a working business model  They have been providing a service to the city and, in return, are suffering financial loss and employee harm.  Of course, none of this matters to young, restless minds looking for summertime thrills.
For generations, churches and families in America in all socio-economic groupings provided a moral glue by espousing a code of behavior based on principles found in essentially every major religion since at least 500 B.C. as epitomized in The Golden Rule, “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.”  I seriously doubt that few in that flash mob in Philadelphia has even heard of this concept.
A good place to begin corrective measures is universal condemnation of criminal flash mobs and punishment of those involved.  Surely there are adults within all communities who can start acting responsibly to establish corrective measures before greater tragedy occurs.
I thought that you might like to know.
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