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Washington, D.C. - Public protests have long been a respected method of confronting the American government.  As citizens we are free to express our displeasure with policies, public figures, positions - all the p’s - by a wide variety of means, many of which are considered to be free speech protected by the First Amendment.   By our Constitution U.S. citizens are guaranteed the right to express any opinion in public without censorship or restraint by the government.  A 1989 U.S. Supreme decision (Texas vs. Johnson) established that burning the American Flag in protest was a legally protected Court form of “symbolic speech” that is protected by the Constitution.   In the opinion of the 5-4 majority, “society’s outrage alone is not justification for suppressing free speech.”  The four dissenting justices argued that the flag’s unique status as a symbol of national unity outweighed symbolic speech concerns, and that, thus, the government could lawfully prohibit flag burning.  As usual, what the dissenting justices write becomes simply a footnote of history.   Bottom line: if you choose to burn the U.S. flag essentially anywhere, anytime, you can now do so with impunity.
I mention this history because on July 4 this year an American flag was burned in front of the White House in protest to President Trump’s “Salute to American” event being held on the National Mall.  It is unclear who exactly burnt the flag, but there was a large group of protesters in a circle around the flag as it was set ablaze.  On the previous day a group calling itself “The Revolution Club” had sent out a press release announcing their intention to burn a flag in public the following day.  Their spokesperson, a fellow named Gregory “Joey” Johnson stated, “I’m going to be speaking to the people of the world letting them know that there are people inside the borders of this country who stand with the people of the world.”
I am not certain exactly what Mr. Johnson (I am assuming that the person is a guy and that he is not related to the fellow in the1989 court case) meant but my assumption is that he apparently prefers other nations to the United States of America.  Or perhaps he believes that American policies toward “the people of the world” are unjust, unwise, unfair, un-whatever and should be changed.  Regardless of his intentions, he and his group did succeed in achieving what they had hoped for, that is, national news coverage and a few minutes of fame.  
Following the flag burning there were predictable scuffles (fights?) between what were termed “left-wing activists” and supporters of President Trump - and possibly citizens who detest flag-burning,  The Secret Service detained three people (not clear if they were arrested) and not clear what their political persuasion was.
My immediate reaction to flag burning has always been the same.  I served 20 years of my life in the Navy protecting that flag and what it stands for, so I have zero tolerance for such acts.  If you do not like the United States, please leave, preferably immediately.  Find yourself a country which will suit you and your interests better.  And good luck burning the flag of that country in public.  But this group of flag burners appear to want to not only remain in the U.S., but to conduct a revolution to overthrow our current form of government.  Their goal appears to be perfectly acceptable, I might add, so long as actual illegal actions steps are not taken, such as blowing up a federal building, or amassing an arsenal to arm dissidents/revolutionaries (both have taken place during my lifetime).  So Mr. Johnson, although his actions are detestable to me, is walking a dangerous, but very legal, line.  
In fact, I wish Johnson and his cohorts well so long as they limit their activities to flag burning and press conferences.   I even have some level of respect for Johnson if only because he is sufficiently sincere in his beliefs that he carries out what he promises.  My disdain is reserved for Hollywood types, sports figures, and celebrities (I have never fully understood how one obtains this status) and a few of my friends who lean to the left who proclaimed loudly that they would leave the U.S. if Donald Trump became President.  For the record, the list includes Barbra Streisand, Miley Cyrus, Jon Stewart, Amy Schumer, Cher, Chelsea Handler, Samuel L. Jackson, and, of course, the Reverend Al Sharpton.  Well, we are 2 1/2 years into the Trump Presidency and every one of them is still here.  Predictably none have left.  Also predictably, few in the media have called them on their empty threats. They continue to live the good life here in America collecting love and money from their fans.  None have the guts or character to do what they said they would do.  Maybe Johnson needs to do an intervention with these blowhard phonies.
I thought you might like to know.
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