Fish Rap
by

Eyes Right
San Diego, CA –  Every two weeks Fish Rap appears on the local docks.  This week it is 64 pages providing news and ads for Southern California fishing enthusiasts.  On the front page alone, the reader can find teasers for enclosed stories about local fishing boats landing yellowfin tuna up to 137 pounds, wahoo (a large thin fish, mackerel in appearance, with very sharp teeth and incredible speed) to 60 pounds, and yellowtail tuna up to 45 pounds.  Another story reported that “anglers were reporting as many as a dozen wahoo strikes in a morning.”  And near the bottom there were words of encouragement for the freshwater fishermen in the crowd with the promise, “For those looking to catch a fish weighing 30, 40, 80, and maybe 100 pounds, it’s a serious possibility in many of Southern California’s lakes.”
I had to take a look inside Fish Rap to check it out, especially since the paper was free.  

The reason this paper is free is, of course, it is an advertiser.  Most of the 64 pages are ads for boat brokers attempting to offload boats in this rather testy economy.  The back page, for example, lists 27 selections of Crow’s Nest Yachts, featuring a new Viking 50 Convertible recently marked down from $1,774, 933 [how did they possibly arrive at that number?] to $1,395,000 to the current low price of $1,295,000.  This baby is “factory custom rigged with many BCE components designed by Captain Steve Lassley.”  Of course, it is all under warranty.    

If you want something a bit larger, Crow’s Nest can help you out.  They have a 105-foot 1996 Nordland Cockpit Motorboat offered by the original owner.  For some reason (not made clear in the ad), the vessel is NOT for sale in the U.S. or to U.S. citizens while in U.S. waters.  If this possibly sounds to you like there just may have been some drug and/or illegal activities associated with this boat, you may be correct.  This baby is larger than most naval vessels of small countries, so you may need a national treasury to buy, man, and upkeep the vessel.  
Although the least expensive boat listed by Crow’s Nest was just under $50,000, there were several bargain boats listed throughout the paper, if you had a need for a less new (over 30 years old) boat.  All you would need to get into business is about $50,000.  There was even a “Boat Mechanic’s Opportunity” for a 1989 35-foot Silverton with twin 330 Crusaders [engines] for only $31,500.  Unfortunately the ad also admitted that this one “needs valve job, batteries, carpet, cleanup and detail.”  It is reassuring to know that the boat crowd also has handyman specials.
In addition to all the boat ads, there were the promised stories of recent fishing success from Los Angeles south to waters off Mexico.  Sport fishing is big business here in San Diego.  There are numerous boats which take anglers from Point Loma on expeditions lasting from ½ day to several weeks.  One recent 10-day adventure aboard Captain Sam Patella’s American Angler, for example, brought in several yellowtail tuna over 100 pounds.   To quote the write-up, “the hot setup was a small two-speed reel like the Penn International 12VSX, filled with 65-pound braid test and a 15-foot topshot of 50 pound-test fluorocarbon.  A lively sardine was flylined far away from the boat on a size 2/0 Owner Mutu Circle Hook.”  No wonder that tuna came flying aboard!  Actually, according to the report, during the 10 days, 107 large yellowfin tuna came aboard, along with 118 wahoo, and 208 yellowtail tuna.  The fish do not go to waste; all are brought back frozen and sold or distributed among the fishermen on board who paid relatively big bucks for the adventure.
Obviously, as with many sports/hobbies/pastimes, there is unique jargon associated with the enterprise, along with, of course, lots of money.  Just taking one of these large fishing vessels to sea is a major financial undertaking if only due to fuel and crew costs.  I can say this with some degree of personal experience, as, in a former life in the late 1960’s, I owned a 30-foot seagoing twin-engine boat from which I did considerable deep-sea fishing out of San Diego.  I assure you that it will remain only a memory, notwithstanding the lure of da Fish Rap!
I thought you might like to know.
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