Fantasy Football
by

Eyes Right

Landover, MD  -  After being on the waiting list for over 20 years, I was given the opportunity last winter to become a Washington Redskins season ticket holder.  For those of you on a different planet, the Redskins are one of the 32 teams in the National Football League.  They play their homes games at FedEx Field, the largest stadium in the NFL.  The stadium in not located in DC, but is about 20 miles east here in a Maryland suburb.
What the Redskins offered me was the opportunity to purchase two tickets, but with a caveat:  I had to first purchase a “seat activation fee” of 50 bucks per ticket.  The seats were $64 each for 10 games, plus 10% tax for the local county.  So the total tab came to $1522 for two tickets to 8 regular season games and 2 preseason games.  Since the Redskins chose to totally blow off the preseason this year by rarely playing any regulars (they lost all the games), I basically paid over $95 per ticket for the 8 games.  
Our seats have excellent cell phone coverage, and we can stand up at any time without bothering fans sitting behind us, because we are in Row 29 of the upper deck, at the very top of the stadium.  Basically, over 90,000 people have better seats than us.  Today we noted yet another perk when we were able to look almost directly into the cockpit of Air Force One when it flew over the stadium.  We are up there.
The Redskins are not unlike most of the other teams in the NFL in that they rarely miss an opportunity to squeeze even more money from their customers.  Beer costs $7, soft drinks and water are both $5, and the food, well to give you the flavor, a small bag of peanuts costs 4 bucks and it goes up from there.  We have learned to sign up at Guest Services to be a designated driver, because we receive a free soft drink for doing so.  The parking near the stadium is $25, or you can park about 5 miles away for $20 and take a “free shuttle.”  Seats from which you can actually see the game without binoculars cost well over 100 dollars per game.  Bottom line:  seeing an NFL game in person can be a devastating experience for your wallet.
The regular season games have not been kind to the Redskins, or their fans.  They are currently 4-9 and have been officially eliminated from the playoffs with three games left on the schedule.  Along with most of the other 90,000 in attendance, we have all the paraphernalia with Redskins logos.  It has obviously been of little help in terms of wins for the club, but it has contributed to the enormous profits enjoyed by Daniel Snyder, the owner of the team.  His franchise is, by far, the most profitable in the NFL, no matter the record of the team.  He is literally laughing all the way to the bank.
Soon I will receive a letter from the Redskins asking if I care to renew my season tickets for next season.  I am assuming that the seat prices will be escalated even higher.  Naturally, I plan to sign up.  Masochism is not an inexpensive pursuit.
I thought you might like to know.
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