Fading Fast 
by
Eyes Right
Farmville, VA –  This is the “Heart of Virginia” – at least according to the Farmville Chamber of Commerce.  Since I know of no other Virginia city which makes a similar claim on the heart of any bodily organ, I am prepared to grant Farmville its title.
As the name implies, agriculture rules around here.  The local economy revolves around tobacco and cattle, with markets for both in Farmville.  The city is home to Longwood College, but it is simply a small enclave surrounded by farmers.

There has been plenty of rain in Farmville this summer.  The hay fields are green, the corn is high, and the tobacco is dark green and beginning to flower.  All of this promises its growers money in the bank later in the year. Since there have been drought conditions north and south of Farmville this year, the visitor begins to suspect that this group of farmers has been born lucky.

Looking beyond the crops and tractors, it is difficult to distinguish Farmville from any other small town in Virginia.  The state has become homogenized. Each city now has the same predictable fast food franchises and self-service gas stations/convenience stores.  The failed businesses are the same ones as in metropolitan areas.  Video rental outlets are the current growth industry.

Due to the influence of cable and VCRs, the arrival of news, fads and everything else visual is nearly simultaneous in Farmville, Los Angeles, and Topeka.  As a result, there is less and less local identity associated with small towns and remote areas of America.  Regional customs and dialects are fading as we become unwitting slaves to the standardization of thought and custom imposed by the visual media.

I thought that you might like to know.
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