End These Wars Now!
by

Eyes Right

Springfield, VA – Recently 30 Americans were killed in Afghanistan when a U.S. military helicopter carrying Special Ops forces was shot down during an ongoing military operation.  The Taliban has claimed responsibility.  Although it is too early to determine exactly what took place, what is certain is that 30 of our countrymen are dead.
It is time to end this insanity – NOW!   We have been in Afghanistan for over 10 years.  Nothing of significance has changed since our arrival.  It continues to be the same ungovernable hell-hole as it has been since the time of Genghis Khan, nearly 1000 years ago.  More recently, the Soviet Union suffered defeat and failure there, even though they possessed the logistic advantage of sharing a border with Afghanistan and the tactical advantage of not being bound by the rules of engagement curtailing American options in this theater of military operations.
Put simply, we are trying to win a war literally halfway around the world against an adversary which has time and again shown resilience and an ability to survive in an atmosphere which has proven impervious for centuries to accepting anything other than clan politics.  Why we think that we have any chance of imposing a form of Afghan government based on democratic principles is mind-boggling, arrogant, and insane. 

As with all recent American wars – and this IS a war – the decision to deploy U.S. military forces and place them in harm’s way is being made by politicians who literally do not have a dog in the fight.  Virtually none of our current Congressmen or members of the President’s cabinet have any family members serving in the military.   It is far easier to send young men and women off to war when there is no one you know who will be going.  Our President, leading members of his Cabinet (e.g., Secretary of Defense, Secretary of State, etc.), leaders of our Senate, leaders of our House of Representatives – none of them – have loved ones directly in danger of being killed or maimed in this war and its counterpart in Iraq.  Oh, they certainly say the right words, generally something along the lines of “We support our troops,” but talk is cheap.  None of these folks have to face the possibility of a son, daughter, nephew, or niece coming home without legs and/or arms due to IED explosions, or being in a casket due to sniper activity, or, a downed aircraft.  Their decisions are all so antiseptic and removed from their own lives.

I do not mean to suggest that the President and our top decision-makers are aloof in their feelings about placing fellow citizens in harms way.   What I am saying is that it is certainly far easier to do so when none of yours is remotely involved.

What we have been seeing since our invasion of Iraq and our involvement in Afghanistan are increasing numbers of dead and maimed Americans whose sacrifices will directly affect tens of thousands of their family members for decades into the future.  And for what purpose????   Has anyone even remotely articulated recently exactly what our goal is in either Iraq or Afghanistan?  Why are we there?   Why are we sacrificing our youth and our economic well-being for a hopeless encounter half way around the world?  Why would we be in greater danger if we were to leave tomorrow?  Why would we not be better off?   We would certainly not be having additional young Americans brought home in body bags or with terribly debilitating wounds.  And as we struggle with spending programs far in excess of our ability to pay, could we not use the immense fortunes being spent in these places to improve our own economic stability?
It is now time for Americans to stand up, protest in the streets, scream for our leaders to bring our fellow citizens home from these terrible wars – NOW.

I thought you might like to know.
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