Eastern Exodus
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Eyes Right

Denville, NJ – Traveling west, one is struck by how quickly the siege mentality associated with eastern metropolitan areas dissipates.  Around New York City, people always seem to me to be at war with each other.  An atmosphere of distrust abounds.  Violence no longer enrages the citizenry; instead, it seems to have been incorporated grudgingly into the daily fabric of their life.
Two years ago I wrote an article (Murder Mania) in this column about New York’s daily ration of homicides.  It now continues at a higher rate today.  As I drove through the Bronx for the last time for the foreseeable future, I kept hoping that my car would not suddenly malfunction there.  Although the road was the well-lit Interstate 95 (with its appropriate Eastern state tolls), I knew that a break-down may well mean a mugging at best, and that if I had to leave my car alongside the road, it would be disassembled and pilfered in a matter of minutes.  The insanity, of course, is that residents here take this as an acceptable way of life.

Here in suburban New Jersey I stopped at ten in the evening to find a motel room for my family.  Upon entering the lobby of the motel I was greeted with a scene out of an old prison movie.  The clerk was encamped behind a bullet-proof glass shield and spoke to me only through a microphone system.  Her mood was equally welcoming as she told me that no rooms were available.  All of my further requests for assistance and/or information were ignored.  It rapidly became apparent that if I did not leave immediately I would be in trouble.

Fortunately, this attitude of distrust, confrontation and anger vanished as we proceeded to the west.  The remainder of our cross country move was marked by friendly and cooperative fellow Americans who still seemed to care about our welfare.  In fact, my car did break down twice, and in both cases, local citizens and auto mechanics helped me complete the repairs free!   But that is another story in itself…
I thought you might like to know.
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