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Denver, CO   -  Just to the east of the “front slope” of the Rockies lies Denver.  It has come a long way from its initial frontier days, and is now one of our largest cities.  It has professional sports teams in all four major sports – a distinction that even a major metropolis such as Los Angeles cannot claim.
When I visited the downtown area recently on an extremely warm summer weekday late afternoon, the sidewalks were filled with tourists and locals.  All the waterholes along the Mall were overflowing with patrons, many sitting in outdoor café areas enjoying drinks and food.  The “Mall” is 16th Street and is a pedestrian only region of downtown.  Free hybrid-powered busses stop each block to pick up passengers traveling two miles east-west along the Mall.  The busses are the only vehicles allowed on the Mall, and because they emit few fumes, there is a genuine feeling of pleasant ambience throughout the area.  

There was a distinctly younger crowd along the Mall.  Denver has one of the 8 franchised “ESPN Zones” “in the world” and there is an equally inane Coyote Ugly bar (also franchised) in the area.  There is a multiplex cinema along the route, but there is also the old Paramount Theater which features live performers (Eddy Izzard was currently billed).   Of course, every national fast food franchise is well-represented, and I saw three separate Starbucks coffee shops within two blocks.  There are free concerts, shows, movies and art exhibits at Skyline Park on the Mall (at Arapahoe Street) throughout the month- something is happening nearly every day.  In addition, several restaurant/bars have free live entertainment for those 21 and over. 
Both the Colorado Rockies major league baseball team and the Denver Broncos of the National Football League have downtown stadiums at Coors Field and Invesco Field at Mile High respectively.  Other sporting events of lesser magnitude also take place at these fields when the home teams are on the road or during off-season.  For example, the 2008 Major League Lacrosse All-Star game will be played at Invesco next week.  [I had no idea there even was such an entity as Major League Lacrosse!] Bottom line:  when you are in Downtown Denver, there is no shortage of “stuff” to do.
All of this is no accident.  It is the work of a combined government/free enterprise outfit called the Downtown Denver Business Improvement District (a.k.a. “BID”).   The slogan of BID is rather clever and direct:  “Elevate Your Urban.”  Throughout the summer, a series of downtown Denver events are put together by Downtown Denver, Inc. – all with the intent to bring more cash-carrying customers to the downtown area.  The major event of the summer is the “Festival of Mountain and Plain…A Taste of Colorado” which runs at the end of August just prior to Labor Day.  It is billed as a “four-day food and entertainment extravaganza” and is claimed to be Colorado’s biggest outdoor event.
With all of this downtown action, there is no shortage of interest groups handing out brochures and recruiting members.  In just less than an hour, I was approached by three religious groups, including one which gave me literature “proving” that dinosaurs co-existed with humans not long ago.  Another group gave me a CD disputing the government version of 9-11, while two separate Greenpeace volunteers cornered me with pamphlets denouncing just about every form of energy production.

Overshadowing all this buzz is the Democratic National Convention which takes place here in late August at the Pepsi Center, the home of the Denver Nuggets National Basketball League.  Every hotel for 50 miles around is solidly booked.  Preparations for the convention have been taking place for months, including police training in anticipation of promised civil disobedience by radical groups intent on duplicating the mayhem of the 1968 Democratic Convention in Chicago.  Even these guys have a slogan, “Duplicate 68.”  It promises to be a hot summer in Denver this year.  I wish that I could hang around for it.
I thought you might like to know.
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