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Washington, DC -   Alexander Fraser Tytler (1748 – 1813), a Scottish lawyer, also known as Lord Woodhouselee, is frequently mentioned as the author of a famous quotation concerning democracy circulating on the internet:  
“A democracy cannot exist as a permanent form of government.  It can only exist until the voters discover that they can vote themselves money from the Public Treasury.  From that moment the majority always votes for the candidates promising the most benefits from the Public Treasury, with a result that a democracy always collapses over loose fiscal policy and is followed by a dictatorship.  The average age of the world’s greatest civilizations has been 200 years. During those 200 years, these nations have progressed through the following sequence:
From bondage to spiritual faith;

From spiritual faith to great courage;

From courage to liberty;

From liberty to abundance;

From abundance to selfishness;

From selfishness to complacency;

From complacency to apathy;

From apathy to dependency;

From dependency back into bondage.”

Although there has been considerable research concerning the actual authorship of these words, there is, to date, no definitive conclusion, other than the fact that no one has been able to locate this text in anything Tytler published.  Some scholars argue that the passage comes from two separate sources, with the second part (From bondage…) actually first uttered in a speech in the mid-1940’s by an American industrialist, H.W. Prentis.  There is no agreement on the first passage (A democracy…).

Nonetheless, the entire quotation is now widely attributed on the internet to Tytler, and is frequently referred to as “The Tytler Cycle” or “The Fatal Sequence.”   Regardless of its origins, there certainly are reasons for Americans now to examine the words closely.  We would appear to be fast approaching a “tipping point” in which a majority of Americans receiving handouts from the government can use democracy to essentially rob the minority of their possessions.  Using the concept of “fairness,” the majority can systematically vote to tax the wealthy, while exempting themselves from any taxes.  Such a system cannot be sustained because those with money will either flee the country to a safe haven or develop methods to hide wealth.  The result will be a collapse of our free market society where innovation and talent are rewarded, and indolence and ineptitude are punished.
We are closing in on this dangerous tipping point.  The Congressional Budget Office has recently reported that the top 1% of taxpayers now pay 28% of all taxes, and that the top 20% pay over 70%.  Meanwhile, we now have nearly 20% of our citizens who pay no tax.  In order to pay for the staggering budget deficits which we are accumulating at an accelerating rate, we will have to raise the money by even further distorting these percentages.  
It can be argued, based on the actual experiences of every socialist regime to date, that the key to sustained economic success for any society is a risk-reward system.  If there is no incentive to take risks, no one will want to develop a better widget; no one will want to risk their remaining capital to start a new business.  Socialist regimes always sound promising – Marx certainly made a solid argument with his slogan, “From each according to his ability, to each according to his needs.”  It sounds supremely fair, but it simply does not work – at least with humans.  
The old “A chicken in every pot” campaign slogan certainly seems to have worked in our last national election.  The problem is that the chickens will have to be stolen from those who have chickens to be distributed to the majority who elect such shysters.  Watch your chickens!  Your government is after them.  
Although the U.S. has enjoyed a good run for the past 233 years, it could easily, and quickly, evaporate.  Hopefully the “Tytler 200-year rule” can be stayed for a few more years.  I would not bet on it.
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