Cheers!
by

Eyes Right

Santa Rosa, CA – The event is called “Cheers!”   It takes place on the first Friday of each month May through October from 6 to 8 P.M. here along several blocks of Main Street. It is billed as a “non-profit friendship celebration” whose organizers “believe friendship makes everything better.” 

Hundreds of local wineries come to town and set up temporary tasting centers in the stores of most of the merchants along each side of Main Street.  For $35 you can obtain a wrist band which allows you to sample wine and food in each of the stores.  You are given a special plastic cup which to carry as you proceed along the street tasting several wines from each vintner.  For an alcoholic it can be a cheap drunk.  

The sidewalks were jammed.  Although all age groups were represented, I saw more yuppies than I have seen in years.  Most were white, in the 30-59 age range, and many had baby strollers, toddlers, and/or dogs with them.  The wineries were all pouring their products freely for tasting.  Most had so many people in line that they did not have time to discuss their product, other than to say, “Cab or Merlot?”  [as in Cabernet Sauvignon].  

We did talk to a lady from Cleavage Creek Winery.  Their vineyard is about 15 miles east of here in Pope Valley on the backside of Howell Mountain.  Their featured wines are a Petite Sirah and, of course, their “cab.”   On this occasion our pourer also had a white wine which she told us they refer to as their “secret white.”  It was delicious and was our favorite of the entire evening.  What makes this vineyard unique is that each bottle features the photograph of a breast cancer survivor [hence, the “Cleavage” Creek name].  They also state that “10% of gross proceeds donated to Breast Cancer Research & Support.”  Most of their promotional material is pink.
The shops which host the wineries are noteworthy in that most have items for sale which are outrageously expensive.  In one trendy joint, for example, I saw several men’s casual shirts which sell for $215.  Jeans (with the well-worn look, of course) will set you back at least over $250.  Leather jackets were marked down from $2100 to $1700 – what a bargain!  Leather belts to hold up the jeans ran from $175 to $250.  We asked the owners how they ensure that shoplifters do not steal these products while the stores are jammed with the Cheers crowd doing the wine-tasting.  They replied that it is definitely a problem; last year one of those tony leather jackets walked, along with two XXL size shirts.  Now they have a fellow stationed at the door to watch for such theft, but it certainly appeared that with the wall-to-wall people, most of which were well-lubricated with wine, it is a very difficult challenge.

Around 8 PM, when the wine-tasting ends, several bands set up on side streets to provide free entertainment and dancing.  Only one appeared to be planned – at least judging by the promotional material for the event. The other two were Mexican bands.  Our favorite was one which also had dancers in colorful outfits and traditional porcelain masks.  The lady dancers would go into the surrounding crowd to grab the hand of a person to join her to dance to the mariachi music.  It was a grand, festive occasion.  Everyone was clapping and smiling.
Although we arrived with other visitors via a special train from nearby Napa, most of the folks enjoying “Cheers!” seemed to be locals who were simply following the organizer’s theme that friendship makes everything better.  I suspect that the wine also had a lot to do with all the smiles.
I thought you might like to know.
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