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Springfield, VA - I hesitate to comment on many current events until a few weeks pass after a situation develops.  I feel more comfortable after digesting both the immediate knee-jerk reactions and the series of op-ed pieces and commentary which filter into news media over the next few weeks.

In this case, I will share some of my thoughts concerning a very public protest by a professional football player.  The player is Colin Kaepernick, a quarterback on the San Francisco 49ers football team in the National Football League (NFL).  During a preseason game against the Green Bay Packers, Mr. Kaepernick chose not to stand with his teammates during the playing of the National Anthem, but sat in front of some water coolers on the sideline.  His actions were immediately noticed, but he was not asked about his rationale until after the game (he did not play in the game, having been demoted from the starting position during the previous season).  
Following the game, Mr. Kaepernick explained his reasons in an interview, “I am not going to stand up to show pride in a flag for a country that oppresses black people and people of color….to me, this is bigger than football and it would selfish on my part to look the other way.”

For his actions, Mr. Kaepernick was harshly, and broadly, criticized, but he did have defenders who praised his principles while pointing out his First Amendment rights of free speech.  No one has suggested that his protest broke any laws, and the NFL policy is only that “players are encouraged, but not required, to stand.”  
In the following weeks, Mr. Kaepernick continued his protest, and also visited some local schools in the San Francisco area to urge student-athletes there to conduct similar actions.  He was also joined by athletes (mostly black), both professional and amateur, who have participated in protest activities during the National Anthem prior to their games.  Two months after his actions, it is now the new normal for some athletes at all levels to show some form of protest when the National Anthem is played.

While I do not deny Mr. Kaepernick the right to protest during any public or private event by his words or actions, I find it ironic that a young man of mixed race raised by white parents, who is making nearly $20 million a year while playing a sport, somehow believes that the country which made this possible is sufficiently flawed that he should disrespect the symbol of that nation in such a public manner.  I do not question Mr. Kaepernick’s sincerity concerning his beliefs that some black Americans are being brutalized and murdered by police.  But I am concerned that he does not place a higher value on the incredible benefits, which both he and other Americans of all colors enjoy on a daily basis due to the sacrifices of countless others who have fought to defend our nation under the banner of the American flag.  For the past nearly 250 years, these fellow Americans have made incredible sacrifices, in many cases giving their lives, so that all of us, including Mr. Kaepernick, have the opportunity to pursue our dreams in a land free of foreign tyranny and oppression.
Obviously, Mr. Kaepernick sees serious flaws in our society.  I would encourage him to use his influence to attempt to effect change, but to do so in a manner which also recognizes and respects those sacrifices which so many others have made for him and for every American.  

Several years ago, while President Obama was giving a State of the Union address to a joint session of the U.S. Congress, one congressman yelled out, “You lie!”   For his actions this congressman was roundly condemned because he used this hallowed institution to disrespect the President of the United States.   The point is that there is a time and a place for dissent.  In my opinion, the National Anthem, and the heroes it represents, is not an appropriate time or place for disrespect.
I thought you might like to know.
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