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Chula Vista, CA – America continues to be the melting pot of the world.  Nowhere is this fact more pronounced than here in California.  Although considerable publicity has been given to the influx of Mexicans into this state over the years, there has been a simultaneous explosion among several other ethnic groups.
According to the 1980 census, the Asian population of the U.S. increased at a faster rate than any other racial segment during the 1970’s, rising by 128% to 3.5 million.  Most of this increase took place in California where nearly a million and a half Asians now live.  Surprisingly, the largest Asian group in California is nt Japanese or Chinese, but Filipino.

Most of the Filipino community in California is concentrated in the region around San Diego.  This new group of Americans is close-knit and hard-working.  Drawn to America by the promise of higher earnings and a better standard of living, the Filipinos have displayed a flair for entrepreneurship and financial success.  Like so many of their Eastern European predecessors in the Northeast, they have also formed numerous ethnic organizations and social clubs representing most provinces in the Philippines, and in some cases, even specific towns in their home islands.

Unlike the Chinese who have significant enclaves in San Francisco and Los Angeles, the Filipinos emphasize the use of English in their daily routine.  Whereas a visitor to Chinatown (in either SF or LA) finds everything from newspapers to street signs in Chinese, I am yet to see a sign in Tagalog (the principal language of the Philippine Islands) in a Philippine community.  Although ties to their homeland are strong, there is no doubt that this group of new Americans has vigorously pursued complete integration into the U.S. culture.  In fact, I would not be surprised to see more Filipino-Americans successfully entering California, or national, politics in the next decade.
I thought you might like to know.
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