Anglican Angst 

by

Eyes Right

Falls Church, VA  - We are experiencing here the theological equivalent of a cat fight.  In this case, it is a very nasty squabble among Episcopalians.    Nine local congregations have severed ties with the Episcopal Church of Virginia and have aligned themselves with a new organization affiliated with the Church of Nigeria, which is another branch of the Anglican Church headquartered in England.
The separation is not amicable.  If you have seen the movie, The War of the Roses, you have some feel of the anger, bitterness, and absolute invective flowing.  Both sides have retained attorneys.  There was an agreement between the parties not to initiate legal action during the Christmas season, but now the gloves are off.  Lawsuits are imminent, and both sides are pleading their cases on the op-ed sections of local newspapers.
Some have characterized the dispute as simply conflict over the role of homosexuals and women in the church, but this is overly simplistic.  The promotion of an openly gay cleric to bishop and the ascension of a female to Chief Pastor and Presiding Bishop of the Episcopalian Church have certainly created flash points within conservative congregations across the United States, but the real issues seem to be what one member of the break-away churches categorize as “the intellectual integrity of faith in the modern world.” 
For many worshippers in these churches, the continued drift being promoted by Episcopal leaders is taking the ship far off its historical path, and in the process, denying the central tenets of the Christian faith.  The leaders, they contend, now accept that the incarnation of Christ is nonsense, that the resurrection never took place, and that the Bible is mere propaganda.  The Church, in their opinion, now finds its authority in “the shifting winds of intellectual and social fashion.” Faith itself has become passé.  

The remaining Episcopalians argue that the Church is a living organism, and beliefs and practices naturally evolve.  Faith remains a cornerstone of the Christian tradition.  Those who wish to break away are simply bigots who deny the humanity of women and those who do not practice traditional sexuality.
While this all makes for a messy fight over theology, the real battle will be over church property.  The Anglicans, as the break-away churches now refer to themselves, wish to continue worshipping in their existing structures.  The Falls Church, located here in Falls Church, Virginia has been in existence since 1732, almost 50 years longer than the United States!  The city is named after the church, and it received its name from its proximity to the falls in the nearby Potomac River.  The properties are now worth millions, and that is where the real court fight begins.  Hell with religion, this battle is over property.  
So stay tuned on this one.  There are comparable scenarios developing across the country in other Episcopal dioceses.  As I have mentioned in some previous reports, there are few issues more powerful than religion which make people hate one another.  I suspect that the only true winners will be the attorneys, and those of us who write about it.
I thought you might like to know.
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